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Germans need only to defend position.

St Joost,Holland,20 Jan1945

To the 8th Hussars fell the task of breaking out towards Montford and the River Roer . In their path lay the village of St  Joost , a straggling settelment parallel  to the Krom Beck, an unfordable stream with but 1 bridge across it.St Joost was thought to be held by approximately 1 company of disorganized ,second line german rervists.At First light on the bitterly cold morning ,Lt -Colonel Goulburn of the Hussars conducted recon and decided it would not pose to tough a fight.He ordered I co of the 1st rifle brigade ,supported by c Squadron and Crocidiles,to clear the village. Artillery support for the 2 pronged attack was  laid on. Meanwhile the other armoured troops were kept in reserve to break across the stream  as soon as the bridge was seized.At 1430, the attack opened .It was “a bit of a shock” that the germans in the town were anything but the Rif-Raff Goulburn thought he was facing.

Historical Aftermath-The attack was met with furious opposition. Gone was all hope of a walkover and reaching the Roer in 24 hrs .From the village came a terrific din,where the infantry were forced to fight house to house along either side of the main road. Some men of co I did manage to reach a grass covered square about 300 yards into the village, but casualties had been severe(the left platoon being more or less wiped out).The armour had been punished to;the leading tank of no2 troop was burning and the second hit,while so exposed was the rightthat the germans were able to knock out 2 tanks among the reserves parked on the Hingen-Schillberg road to the east. But the crocodiles and tere inf support Lumbered through the back gardens  on the wetern edge of St.Joost and cut in behind the enemy held houses .In the exeptionaly close and hard fighting that followed,the brits at last manged to clear about half  the village before dusk taking some 60 prisnors.these were certanly not the reservists that had  been expected, but men from the notorious Huebner Parachute Regiment, who had unquestioningly obeyed the “no-retreat”orders from their colonoel
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